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Abstract

In recent years, radiation imaging and therapy have experienced a new surge of advanced
technologies in the clinic. While these new technologies enable a higher level of clinical
performance, they also pose new challenges that stem from complexities of the new systems
and the degree of variability in their implementation. At the same time, patient safety has
taken a center stage in medical practice, and new regulatory and compensation methods
have brought forth new requirements for the standardization of therapy and imaging
operations in compliance with professional guidelines. While all these movements are
encouraging as positive steps towards improving patient care, they pose new challenges for
clinical practitioners including clinical medical physicists. How can we concurrently achieve
the triple goals of maintaining a high degree of patient safety and a high level of quality
performance while remaining compliant? This symposium addresses this very objective
through invited lectures given by the thinkers, enforcers, and practitioners of quality imaging
and therapy operations. The symposium strives to cover three topics of 1) the basics of
quality and safety — the “why” question, 2) the process of achieving and maintaining
enhanced quality and safety — the “how” question with ACR accreditation as the platform —
and, 3) the effectiveness and the limitations of clinical implementations towards the ultimate
goal.
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Wednesday, April 18
6:00-8:00

Thursday, April 19

8:00-8:15

8:15-9:15

9:15-10:15

10:15-10:45

lla. Principles

10:45-11:30

11:30-12:15

12:15-1:30

Ilb. ACR Accreditation

1:30-2:15

2:15-3:00

3:00-3:45

3:45-4:14

lic. Achieving the Balance

4:15-5:00

5:00-5:45

Symposium Schedule

Symposium Registration & Ice Breaker

I. Clinical Perspective

Session co-chairs: Ehsan Samei, PhD and Larry Marks, MD

Welcome and Introduction

Current State of Quality and Safety in Radiation Therapy
Larry Marks, MD, UNC Chapel Hill

Current State of Quality and Safety in Diagnostic Radiology
Mannudeep Kalra, MD, Mass General Hospital

BREAK

Il. Imaging
Session chair: Ehsan Samei, PhD

Principles of Quality and Safety in Diagnostic Radiology
Ehsan Samei, PhD, Duke University

Quality Control in Diagnostic Radiology: Why and How?
Doug Pfeiffer, MS, Boulder Community Hospital

LUNCH
Nuclear Medicine and PET
Carolyn MacFarlane, MS, ACR

Computed Tomography
Theresa Branham, BSRS, ACR

MRI and Breast MRI
Ron Price, PhD, Vanderbilt University

BREAK

Clinical Experience of Quality, Safety, and Achieving ACR Accreditation in DI

Don Peck, PhD, Henry Ford Medical Group

Putting it all together — Panel Discussion and Q&A



Friday, April 20

ll1a. Principles
8:00-8:45

8:45-9:15

lllb. ACR Accreditation

9:15-10:00

10:00-10:30

lllc. Achieving the Balance

10:30-11:15

11:15-12:00

12:00

1:00 - 3:00

3:00-4:30

5:00 - 10:00

Saturday, April 21
8:00 - 8:15
8:15-9:15
9:15-9:45

9:45 -11:00
11:00-11:30

12:00 - 1pm

Ill. Therapy
Session chair: Larry Marks, MD

Principles of Quality and Safety in Radiation Therapy
Bennedick Fraass, PhD, Cedar-Sinai Medical Center
Quality Control in Radiation Therapy: Why and How?
Todd Pawlicki, PhD, UC San Diego

ACR Accreditation of Radiation Therapy Operations

Brian Monzon, MBA, RT, ACR

BREAK

Clinical Experience of Quality, Safety, and Achieving ACR Accreditation in RT

Prabhakar Tripuraneni, MD, Scripps Clinic Torrey Pines
Putting it all together — Panel Discussion and Q&A

Symposium adjourn

SEAAPM 2012 Annual Meeting starts

Meeting Session 1

Welcome and Introduction

Scientific Session and Memorial Lecture
Student/Trainee Poster Session in Vendor Exhibit Area
SEAAPM 2012 Annual Night Out at Atlanta Aquarium

Aquarium open to SEAAPM attendees from 5pm-7pm
Dinner Buffet in AT&T Dolphin Tales Gallery 7:30-10pm

Welcome and Introduction
Scientific Session 2

BREAK

Scientific Session 3

Chapter Awards and Wrap-Up

SEAAPM Business Meeting



